Case Study: BobWP WordPress
Online Classes

CUSTOMER STORIES SENSElI WRITTEN BY MARK FORRESTER

5 minutes with WordPress enthusiast and long serving WooThemes customer, Bob Dunn

talking about his latest online classroom helping people build better blogs.

I'm a WordPress trainer and coach. | ended up in my current field
after years of running a marketing, graphic and web design
business. For the last four years, | have spent my time doing one-
on-one WordPress training and coaching online, teaching in-
person workshops, speaking at WordCamps and other

conferences, and, basically, live and breathing WordPress. After

much trial and error, | finally found the sweet spot for the online

Build Your WordPress Blog_classes | had been planning.

Build Your WordPress Blog Online Class
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Bob’s WordPress online classes website — powered by WooThemes.

Why Woo?

The first time | used a WoolTheme for a client was in 2009. It was love at first sight. Over
the years, | have carefully chosen the top theme shops | use and recommend and Woo has
always been one of them. | am not a coder. | want something out of the box that | can

tweak and make work for me. Woo does that.

My New Site: BobWPonline.com — Definition + Sensei +

WooCommerce + WooDoJo + WooSidebars = A Lot of Woo!

When [ first started thinking my online classes through, | originally decided to put them on

my current site, BobWP.com. But somewhere along the line, Sensei was released. Trusting
Woo's reputation, | didn't second guess it and bought the plugin shortly after release.
Exploring it more, | knew | wouldn't use all the features initially—for example, the quizzes—
but was intrigued by it. Once | played around with it, | discovered that this plugin was the

right one for my classes.

Then came the other pieces. How would this work with my current theme, which was not a
Woo? And how would | protect class access? Would | use a membership plugin? | spent
several hours sweating over the details, and came to this conclusion: Why worry about all

this integration? The Definition theme was recommended with Sensei, and WooCommerce

worked with it. | decided that it would make more sense to have my online classes as a
separate site—both for marketing reasons and user accessibility. And so | went with the

Definition theme.

Another Challenge

The other big piece that was still missing was the class forum. | had experience with the
WordPress forum plugins in the past and knew | didn't want something bloated. Simple and
clean was my goal, so bbpress seemed obvious. But after some research | found that there
had been some issues with bbpress and some of the Woothemes. Oh well, it wouldn't hurt
to test it. It was a huge relief when | added it to the mix and it worked seamlessly.

It All Comes Together

When | grabbed all the pieces and put them together, it worked. With WooCommerce, |
could easily limit access to the lessons and courses | created in Sensei. The Definition
theme gave me everything | needed on the homepage for a clean, professional
presentation. WooSidebars allowed me to create custom sidebars for different classes.
And the other third party plugins | wanted to use behaved with all my Woo pieces. | only
had to do some minor CS5 customizations to get what | wanted. And | really did love how
the lessons were presented and how | was able to organize them in courses. Great

presentation.
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1. What |s WordPress

Hew Lessor: Using Poad Fovisions

In this lesson you will learn the differences between WordPress, WordPress.org pholog! mages

and WardPress com.
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2. Why Have a Blog?

I this lesson you will learn the reasons to have a blag whether it's for your
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3. Setting Up Hosting and Installing WordPress on
InMotion Hosting
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I you do not have hosting for your blog, and have chosen 1o use Owr recom-
méndation of InMateon shared hosting, this lessan will guide ol thiodigh the
process of purchasing it and also installing WordPress on your Chosen
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5. Customizing Your Dashboard
You may want to customize your workspace for your dashboard), In this les
son you will learn how you can easily hide features you don't use plus some (o
other coal options.
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Im this lesson | walk you through a few “to=dos” that will get you started after
imstalling WordPress
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As you build your bleg you will find other options cut there (o offer extra
security, But in this lesson we talk about 5 simple security tips that you can
do right now that will help keep your blog secure.
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8. A Look at the WordPress Settings

Im this lesion we will be looking at the WordPress Settings: General, Writing,
Reading, Mscussion, Mediy and Permalinks. Thede are impartant ad some
imMpomant semings ane buried in these
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9. An Overview of Your User Profile

Theére are Leveral options in your uer prolile that you want to be aware al. In
this lesson we | do an overview ol what you might be missing.

The ‘Build Your Blog’ course overview

But There Were a Few Challenges

1. First | had to get used to how Sensei organizes the lessons. They are done just as a
post would be, by date. So when | needed to add a new lesson somewhere in the mix, |
had to look at the date and time of surrounding lessons. It was a little cumbersome, but
not a hard workaround.

2. 5ince all my lessons were protected through a purchase via WooCommerce, as an
admin, | didn't have front-end access to view my lessons. So | ordered the course and
promised to send myself a check. Another fairly easy workaround.

3. | did have initial problems as | couldn’t choose lessons via Woosidebars for a custom
sidebar | had created. But the Woo Ninjas solved my problem by giving me some
custom code to drop in.

4. One big workaround | needed to do, that | would like to see a fix for, is that lessons are
not available to add in the WordPress menus. | had to create some links manually for
them all and that was a bit time consuming. Another workaround, but it would have

been nice to have an easier option.

Feedback From the Community and Students

The feedback on the site design, user experience and Ul has been nothing but positive. No

need to say more.

The Future

| currently have one online class available: Build Your WordPress Blog. | will be adding at

least two more in the near future and others down the road. Even though | am not using all
the features of Sensei or WooCommerce, they were a perfect choice to accommoaodate any
growth this site will see over the next several months. In fact, one of the upcoming Build

Your WordPress Website classes will feature some Woolhemes.

In the end, all | can say is this is a lot of Woo for one site. WOOT, WOO!



