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Introduction
Medical malpractice claims require precision, exhaustive analysis, and robust evidence to meet legal 
standards. DecoverAI’s AI-powered legal intelligence platform revolutionizes case preparation for attorneys 
handling such cases. This white paper explores DecoverAI's transformative role in medical malpractice 
litigation, using the case of Ruffino v. Archer to illustrate its capabilities in delivering efficiency, detailed 
evidence analysis, and strategic insights.

Note: This case study is for illustrative purposes only, and DecoverAI was not used in the case.

Streamlining Case Preparation
Preparation is everything in the complex landscape of medical malpractice. DecoverAI empowers attorneys 
with advanced search capabilities to extract critical insights from voluminous medical records, expert 
testimonies, and procedural timelines, enabling them to build a compelling case.

Background of the Case
John Ruffino, a 56-year-old male, suffered an acute ischemic stroke on February 17, 2016, shortly after 
arriving at the StoneCrest Emergency Department. Despite presenting classic stroke symptoms, Dr. Clark 
Archer, the attending physician, failed to administer IV rtPA (Intravenous Recombinant Tissue Plasminogen 
Activator) within the critical 4.5-hour window as per the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) 
guidelines. Further complicating matters, Mr. Ruffino was not transferred to a comprehensive stroke 
center, and significant communication breakdowns between medical staff exacerbated delays.
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Communication Failures: A timeline revealed key delays in 
communication between Mr. Ruffino, Dr. Chitturi, and Nurse 
Bromley. Specifically, communication with the neurologist occurred 
three hours after the stroke onset, violating critical treatment 
protocols.

Failure to Administer IV rtPA: Dr. Archer failed to administer the 
clot-dissolving medication within the 4.5-hour window, a decision 
criticized by expert witnesses for falling below acceptable medical 
standards.

Lack of Transfer: Mr. Ruffino was not sent to a comprehensive 
stroke center, further worsening his condition.

Legal Challenges and Defense Strategy

Critical legal issues include:
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Objective
Demonstrate how DecoverAI reconstructs and visualizes key timelines in medical malpractice cases to

uncover procedural lapses, communication breakdowns, and critical delays that strengthen the plaintiff’s

argument.

Purpose

To reconstruct the sequence of events 
surrounding Mr. Ruffino’s treatment and 

highlight critical delays.

Outcome

Scenario 1: Drawing Timelines of Key Events

“Draw a communication 
timeline between Mr. 
Ruffino, Dr. Chitturi, and 
Nurse Bromley. Also, when 
was Ruffino admitted to 
StoneCrest Emergency?”

Example Query“
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DecoverAI provides a visualized timeline that 
strengthens the plaintiff’s argument, 

emphasizing procedural lapses and avoidable 
delays.
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Purpose

To extract and contextualize Dr. Pope’s criticism of the 
treatment delays and his reliance on guidelines from the 
American Heart Association (AHA) and American Stroke 

Association (ASA) supporting IV rtPA administration 
within 4.5 hours of symptom onset.

Outcome

DecoverAI enables attorneys to integrate 
expert findings into rebuttals, cross-

examinations, and trial strategies.

Scenario 2: Extracting Expert Witness Insights

"Explain details of Dr. Troy 
Pope’s expert report on IV 
rtPA administration timelines 
from StoneCrest.”

Example Query“
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Objective
Showcase how DecoverAI extracts and contextualizes expert witness insights to support attorneys in building

compelling arguments, emphasizing treatment delays, protocol failures, and expert criticisms in medical malpractice

litigation.
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Purpose

To undermine the defense’s case by highlighting 
deviations from established medical standards in Dr. 

Archer’s testimony.

Outcome

DecoverAI equips attorneys with a strategic 
advantage to discredit opposing witnesses 

effectively by pinpointing inconsistencies in expert 
testimonies.

Scenario 3: Challenging Opposing Experts

"Extract all instances where 
Dr. Archer’s testimony 
contradicts accepted stroke 
treatment standards outlined 
in ACEP guidelines.”

Example Query“
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Objective
Illustrate how DecoverAI identifies contradictions in opposing expert testimonies against established medical

standards, empowering attorneys to effectively challenge credibility and strengthen their case strategy in

medical malpractice litigation.
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Transformative Impact on the Defense
DecoverAI streamlines discovery processes, enhances case preparation, and provides actionable insights to
bolster litigation strategies. With its ability to analyze vast amounts of data, extract critical details, and build
comprehensive timelines, DecoverAI enables attorneys to focus on delivering results for their clients.

Conclusion
In the case of Ruffino v. Archer, DecoverAI demonstrated its value by:

• Identifying procedural failures through detailed timelines.
• Extracting expert witness insights to support rebuttals.
• Undermining the defense by exposing contradictions and inconsistencies.

DecoverAI is transforming medical malpractice litigation. It offers attorneys an unparalleled edge in navigating 
complex cases and delivering justice for their clients.
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