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WIETERS Immortalizing ancient manuscripts in the
MUSEUM interactive, open-source, digital space.

Senvces Scholars and curiosity-seekers alike have an all-new, interactive way to experience The Walters'

* Leveraging Data collection of over 300 ancient manuscripts.

* Web Design

THE BEGINNING

Our part of this project wes to design & develop an interface for their  Baltimore, has a considerable collection of ancient manuscripts dating
digitized manuscript data, making it possible for users tosearchand  from the 8th to the 20th century. By digitizing the manuscripts under a
browse these beautiful piece of history. At the start, we didn'tknow  Creative Commons 3.0 license, they re breaking new ground and
precisely what this would look like, but we did know we needed to build  offering an extraordinary level of detail about each work to researchers
an interface that made the unique manuscript data at once engaging,  and curiosity-seekers alike, completely royalty-free.

searchable and even serendipitous. The Walters Art Museum, located in

With that in mind, we started our design exploration at the source: the data.

EARLY EXPLORATIONS

When we really started digging through the data, questions we
didn't yet know how to answer emerged. Why are some
Manuscripts’ pages out of order? What are these bOOKMArKS NG e s w i s i i tn e i 1 o 2w o 20 2n 2 2 2 2m om om0 e v
fiyleaves that are throwing off the page sequencing? And what

about these single-page scrolls, which have no covers at all?

It became clear that these manuscripts were so much more than 2z
just books. What other nuances were we missing? We sought .
understanding of the data by creating a series of increasingly

interactive prototypes, including a chapter explorer.
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A PAGE-TURNING EXPERIENCE

Most manuscripts take the form of a book, so we found a page-turning  opportunities to jump straight to specific illuminated pages, to “flip”
interface to be the ideal way to present the manuscript data. However, through a preview of each spread with the scrollbar, and to even see
unlike a physical book, our interface presents the user with the manuscripts* folios in a grid or vertical scroller.

MANUSCRIPT OVERVIEW  REFERENCES  BINDINGS & ODDITIES KEYWORDS

Proate devotionsitext 9 Saints Ufe 1 Christian 1 Ethiopan
Abstract

an sensul, or “chaln” manuscriot, was made In the seventeenth century Accordionbook % Miniature % Painting 9 Eihiopia O 17%h century
ondarine region. It was created out of 2 single folded strip of parchment

Devation
omprised solely of insc
served a devotional
first image with a note Origin Place Language
0t 1o steal or erase the manuscript. Narrative
of the Virgin Mary, allow for private m Gondar, Etmiopia No linguistic content. Not appiicable
thing of an icon, for when it Is opened to the middie and stood
facing figures of St. George and the Virgin and Chid form 2 smal Date Provenance
resembiing other icons of this era,
- Late 17th century CE Produced in egion
probably late seventeent
Text Note
Form Robert and Nancy Nooter co
No text except for inscriptions on images Washington, D.C., before 1996
aibum =
Decoration Note Acquisition
Binding e
Ten full-page miniatures; inscriptions in red, black, and brown ink Museum purchase with funds provided by

Unknown 8inding the W. Alton Jones Foundation Acquisition
Fund, 1996

Binding Description

Upper and lowe boa
undecorated hide, stiched to ends of
parchment strp; uncertain i original to
manuscript

THE WALTERS ART MUSEUM *

SEARCH STRATEGY

Once we had a complete grasp of the data and how users would where users could enter their own keywords would most often lead to 0
interact with  single manuscript, we developed a strategy for how they  results, so we established a custom strategy to fit the data. To learn
would search & browse all 300+. We quicKly realized that asearchbox  more about how we did this, read Sam'’s blog post on the project.

We developed three different access-points:

Filtering by established keywords

Filtering by user-created keywords

sample searches

We proposed Sample Searches as a way to teach users about the

unique search system, as well s give non-researchers an overview
of what they might discover.
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