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Introduction

In product liability litigation, success hinges on efficiently analyzing large volumes of data, uncovering key 
themes, and responding strategically to opposing counsel.. DecoverAI, an AI-powered legal technology 
platform, transforms defense teams' preparation for cases by automating evidence discovery, analyzing 
depositions, and synthesizing complex legal narratives.

This white paper explores the application of DecoverAI in defense preparation for a product liability case by 
delving into the landmark litigation, United States v. Phillip Morris USA Inc. et al. This case, brought under the 
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO), is emblematic of the legal, ethical, and 
procedural challenges inherent in defending corporations accused of public harm.

Note: DecoverAI was not used in this case, and this white paper is only for illustrative purposes.

Background of the Case
The case of United States v. Phillip Morris USA Inc. et al., is a landmark civil litigation focusing on the tobacco

industry's deceptive practices. Brought by the U.S. government under the Racketeer Influenced and

Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO), the case alleged that tobacco companies engaged in a decades-long
conspiracy to mislead the public about the health risks of smoking and the addictive nature of nicotine. The

case represents one of U.S. history's most significant public health legal battles.
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The tobacco companies argued that the U.S. government lacked 
standing to sue under RICO, asserting that the case did not meet the 
legal requirements necessary for the claim to proceed.

The companies contested the sufficiency of evidence to establish a 
conspiracy, arguing that the government failed to prove essential 
elements of fraud, such as specific intent and victim reliance.

They filed motions to dismiss the case, asserting that the 
government's claims were legally insufficient, and sought to restrict 
the damages and the scope of potential remedies available.

Legal Challenges and Motions

Critical legal issues include:
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Objective

Uncover useful documents and emails from Philip Morris to prove compliance with MSA provisions.

www.decover.ai

“Find documents and emails from Philip 

Morris’ marketing and compliance 

teams post-MSA that explicitly confirm 

adherence to MSA provisions 

prohibiting youth targeting.”

Purpose

Highlight evidence demonstrating Philip Morris’ efforts to 
comply with the MSA and refute claims of continued 

youth-focused marketing.Example Query

Benefits for Attorneys

Use Case I: Evidence of Compliance through Automated Review

“
Automating Case Summaries: Instantly generating 

accurate summaries and identifying recurring themes 
or arguments emphasized by opposing counsel.

Extracting Deposition Insights: Highlighting key points 
of contention from depositions, such as marketing to 

minors or discrepancies in compliance.
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Objective
Uncover evidence to expose inconsistencies or vulnerabilities in Paul Adams’ deposition.

Purpose

Identify weaknesses in opposing testimonies to 

mitigate their impact and prepare 

counterarguments.

Strategic Advantages

Relevance Assessment: Highlight defense-critical testimony.

Fact-Checking: Validate claims via case law and documents.

Relevance Tagging: Flag priority evidence.

Use Case 2: Analysis of testimony for vulnerabilities

“Analyze Paul Adams' testimony 

regarding Brown & Williamson’s 

compliance with the MSA. Highlight 

any inconsistencies or contradictions 

relevant to Philip Morris' defense.”

Example Query“
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Purpose

Pinpoint areas of ambiguity or weak explanations in 

Schindler’s testimony and develop deposition questions 

to strengthen your defense..

Outcome

Analyze gaps, generate tailored deposition 
questions, and provide strategic insights by cross-

referencing testimony, company documents, 
policies, and industry norms.

Use Case 3: Defense Strategy Preparation

“What are the gaps in Andrew Schindler's 

written testimony about bonus 

structures tied to youth smoking? 

Suggest deposition questions to address 

these gaps?”

Example Query“
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Objective
Explore gaps in his Andrew Schindler’s testimony and prepare deposition questions to clarify.
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Transformative Impact on Product Liability Litigation
DecoverAI empowers legal teams with AI-driven capabilities to:
1. Streamline Evidence Discovery: Rapidly identify critical documents supporting defense narratives.
2. Enhance Deposition Strategies: Detect inconsistencies and prepare tailored counterarguments.
3. Strengthen Strategy Preparation: Preempt opposing counsel’s themes with actionable insights.

Conclusion
For complex product liability cases, DecoverAI delivers a transformative edge. From analyzing depositions to 
uncovering evidence and crafting strategic responses, the platform enables attorneys to prepare thoroughly and 
effectively for high-stakes litigation.
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