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Leading Change:  
AkzoNobel’s Sustainable 
Procurement Journey 
with EcoVadis



As the world's third-largest paint 
manufacturer, AkzoNobel is 
committed to painting a brighter, 
more sustainable future with the 
continued support of EcoVadis. 

The Amsterdam-based multinational 
organization is dedicated to providing 
more sustainable solutions, having isolated 
5 key sustainability drivers centered around 
energy and carbon, waste reduction, 
circular manufacturing, health and 
wellbeing and longer-lasting products. 
Since partnering with EcoVadis in 2014, 
the company has achieved consistent 
sustainable growth, ranking in the top 1% 
of rated companies in 2024, with 92% of 
suppliers improving their scores since their 
initial assessment.

2013 
AkzoNobel joins Together 
for Sustainability, an 
initiative of 54 leading 
companies dedicated 
to advancing sustainability 
in the chemicals sector.

2015
The first wave of AkzoNobel 
suppliers are assessed 
through EcoVadis Ratings.

2020
The company introduces 
key levers to drive 
sustainable procurement, 
challenging buyers with 
sustainable KPIs, and 
leveraging the EcoVadis 
Academy and Corrective 
Action Plans to enhance 
supplier performance. 
AkzoNobel sets out 
a requirement for all 
suppliers to achieve a 45 
overall EcoVadis score, with 
a minimum of 50 on Labour 
and Human Rights. The 
company is also awarded 
a platinum Medal.2014 

The company secures 
a gold Medal in its first 
EcoVadis assessment and 
launches a sustainable 
procurement program.

2017 
AkzoNobel becomes 
a founding member of the 
Responsible MICA Initiative 
(RMI), a global coalition for 
action working towards the 
eradication of child labor.
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2021 
AkzoNobel becomes the first 
paints and coatings company 
to set sustainability targets 
approved by by the  
Science-Based Target 
Initiatives (SBTi).

2024 Results
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Supplier Awards
66%

suppliers 
assessed

circular use of materials

suppliers mapped 
in IQ Plus

spend 
coverage
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emissions

EcoVadis Academy 
courses completed

average 
supplier score

members of local communities with new skills

to recognize improvement and inspire
suppliers improved 
from the last assessment

2030 Targets2023 
With the introduction of sustainability regulations 
including The German Supply Chain Act (LkSG) and 
The Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive 
(CSRD) on the horizon, AkzoNobel conducts a risk 
analysis of 100% of its supply base above €250,000 
spend through the EcoVadis IQ Plus. This decisive 
action demonstrates the company’s commitment to 
accountability and transparency.

“The debrief call we 
had with the EcoVadis 
analyst helped us 
to understand how 
we can improve 
and prioritize our 
improvement areas.”

- AkzoNobel
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About EcoVadis 
EcoVadis is a purpose-driven company dedicated to 
embedding sustainability intelligence into every business 
decision worldwide. With global, trusted and actionable 
ratings, businesses of all sizes rely on EcoVadis’ detailed 
insights to comply with ESG regulations, reduce GHG 
emissions, and improve the sustainability performance of 
their business and value chain across 220 industries in 180 
countries. Leaders like Johnson & Johnson, L’Oréal, Unilever, 
Bridgestone, BASF and JPMorgan are among 150,000+ 
businesses that use EcoVadis ratings, risk, and carbon 
management tools and e-learning platform to accelerate their 
journey toward resilience, sustainable growth and positive 
impact worldwide. Learn more: ecovadis.com, X or LinkedIn. 
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