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Detailed map data
puts England Coast
Path on right track

The Marine and Coastal Access
Act 2009 will give people the right
to walk around England’s coast,
including, where appropriate,
areas of ‘spreading room’ where
they can rest, relax or admire the
view. Natural England® has started
work on the England Coast Path,
a new National Trail that will
provide satisfactory, legally-
secure access to the coast.

The new rights are not yet in force
- the first stretch, at Weymouth

Bay in Dorset, will open in time
for the Olympic and Paralympics
Games sailing events in July
2012. Work is also underway on
five other stretches, in Cumbria,
Durham, Kent, Norfolk and
Somerset.

The challenge

Implementing the England Coast
Path involves gathering and analysing
large amounts of information, as well
as wide-ranging public consultation.

ENGLAND

To achieve this, a new ‘toolkit’ for
capturing and recording information in
the field, analysing third-party data and
generating standardised maps and
statistics was required. The challenge
for the three members of Natural
England’s Coastal Access Delivery
Enabling Toolkit (CADET) project team
was to deliver this using existing IT
systems, within a limited budget and to
meet a tight timescale.

The solution

Ordnance Survey data supplied

under the Public Sector Mapping
Agreement (PSMA) underpins the
toolkit, which comprises a customised
desktop mapping system; bespoke
GPS data-capture tools; a contacts
and correspondence database, and
procedural and training documentation.

The customised desktop mapping tool
is used to view and query third-party
datasets against Natural England’s
own data and the full range of
Ordnance Survey contextual mapping
to gather information about the
coastline. Information from

HM Land Registry and the relevant
local authority is then used to identify
those owning or living on land likely
to be affected by the new rights of
access so they have the opportunity
to join Natural England in ‘walking the
course’ site visits to give their views
and raise any concerns.



Return on investment

‘Access to Ordnance Survey
data under the PSMA, and the
improved terms and conditions
it offers in sharing and making
licensed data available for
public viewing, has been central
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