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Designing guitars and a new career
with AutoCAD

1 Red Layer Guit

Guitar design dream comes true

Jort Heijen only knew how to design and construct guitars
once he started to learn AutoCAD at a university in Amsterd
hobby I-fleg gn business called Red Layer Guitars. And
name of his company was inspired by AutoCAD.

Heijen ditches his bicyle repair job and follows his passion

sa ager, Jort Heijen first started building guitars with his dad in their garage. At
hey stripped old guitars and replaced parts on them, buying and selling along the
way. But they became curious about building the guitar body itself. From then on, Heije

/25 constantly building and making guitars, all by hand

Working in bicycle repair and sales at a store in the Netherlands, Heijen realized it
xactly nted to do for the rest of his life. Building guit
0, at the age of 24, he quit his job, sold his car, and moved to Am
enrolled in Hout- en Meubileringscollege

devoted to woodworking a viture building

passion.

AutoCAD opens up new world of opportunities

n began learning AutoCAD, especially after he purcha
hine to cut out the wood for his guitar designs. After working
brought entirely new possibilities. “Once I start working on a guitar

his first
hand for many

ished, en says addictive
on is key. The CNC an have
mall routers and I can make sure all the angles work in the

tor at the sc

y can doif

y learn AutoC

my students come to me with
deas for a new project and they struggle

les, and visualizing distances, sca
(\ atios, I always direct them to

AutoCAD ow them how easy it is to draw it in 2D and how it can be
us ta better picture

One of the best things is that AutoCAD force: s precise as possible and
challenges me to t e my ideas into a D he conti Idea to AUtoCAD to

CNC is my creating progress. In a motto ‘Van idee naar 3D, which

means ‘From idea to 3D’ except, i

“With AutoCAD you can do much more than a sketch on paper. I can take
anything in my head and make it real”

~Jort Hefjen, guitar designer, Red Layer Guitars

Changing the way guitars are designed and made

hundreds, if not thousands of designs un
building his burgeoning business, Red Layer Guitars. He re

L that is now on Butt

his belt, Heijen is hard at work
ntly finished his first
bigger goal in mind—designing an enti

has an e

mo

new, high-end, lightweight guitar.
For it, he plans to use ziricote wood and a unique and intricate fret board
reminiscent of an M.C. Escher design. In fact his early design of the fretboard has

caused quite a bit of social media attention, especially on Face

square meter workshop he share
ools he needs in one place from the
AD.

h another guitar des gre Heijen has all
h cabin. And, o

course, it includes AutoC

in the workshop, I can alw s my files through
mplates, I'l

goes into AutoC

In fact, the influence of AutoCAD on Heijen's new career doesn't stop there. The name of

his business w nspired by the software

1 was filling out the business application for the city and realized I didn’t hav
Heijen says. “I was drawing a guitar in AutoCAD and I wasn't that good in the
Ihad drawn some splines, but I didn't know how to convert them yet so I had m:

them red. T looked at my screen and there it was: a red layer in AutoCAD. And Red Layer
Guitars became the name of my company. So there you have it..AUtoCAD really is in
every part of my life.




